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Dear members

That time has come around again and
our next meeting will be the AGM
followed closely by Keith Sharp’s in-
triguingly titled talk, “A Bit of a Mys-
tery”. No, don’t ask me - we don't
know either !

One or two important pieces of
business will be discussed at the
AGM so please don’t miss it. You
have to select a committee for the §
coming year and it may be helpful
to remind you who the present §
members are: X

Bob Thompson Chairman

Tricia Whiteaway Hon Secre-
tary;

Paul de Lusignan, Hon Trea-
surer;
Jo de Lusignan, Publications ™
Secretary;

John Rean who is retiring as Speaker
Finder but is willing to continue to
handle the technology.

Val Eaves, Publicity Secretary;

Jo Rean who sadly wishes to retire
from the committee.

Don'’t forget, if you have any matters
you wish to raise, please let any com-
mittee member know well in advance
of the meeting.

And don’'t forget either the open day at
the Leonard Lamb Centre on 13th
March at 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m..

Bob Thompson

The next meeting :
Monday 5th April at 2.00
p.m. in the Manor House

The DLHG AGM

Mr Keith Sharp “A
Bit of a Mystery”

March 2004

OLD TOMBSTONES IN THE CHURCHYARD

W J Holman Snr
The following written by his father was found among the papers of the late Jim
Holman and is included here as a reminder that we are not the first local historians.

There are three ancient raised
slab tombstones of extreme
interest outside the south-
west door of the church. The
oldest commemorates mem-
bers of the Balle family and
shows the year 1621 though
ihe inscriptions are almost
2. worn away. Another shows
“ the name of Gawyn Painter
1720, a family to the fore in
records at that time as
Churchwardens and Over-
@ seers. The other grave in

which inscriptions have been
partly covered by the raising of the path, is to the Branscombe Family, date 1720,
another family much to the fore for generations and who have memorial stones
towards the Luscombe mausoleum. They died out apparently about 1866.

In the eastern side of the churchyard is an interesting old slab monument to the Rev
Thomas Prowse, Vicar for 59 years (the longest of any) who died on June 5" 1789,
aged 86 years, and his two sons: the rest is obliterated.

On the south wall are hung familiar memorials, onc to Avis, the wife of Gilbert
Clapp, 1731, with the inscription
“ And she that here hath left this life
was a tender mother and vertuous wife.”
The other is to the said Gilbert Clapp, born 2" December 1663, died 5" September
1733, who was a master mariner or mate of seven ships of war for seven years.

A cluster of tombstones just to the eastern side of the central path testify to the
Tripes, oldest of local families, and their kinsfolk the Carpenters. One of the stones
commemorates Gawin Tripe, gent. of Smaltacombe and has the distinction of a kind
of crest, showing three scallops.

The Brocks of Rixtayle (old spelling) werc a long-lived race of some generations
ago. One memorial stonc alone shows the ages of 82 (2). 83, 91 and 94. The oldest
person commemorated in the churchyard is Lucy Foy - (the large tomb in the shape
of an urn on the edge of the narrow sub-path on the western side) who attained the
age of 99 years 8 months. She was connccted with the Knightons and Webbs and on
the same stonc there are threc Knightons whosc ages were 87, 89 and 93. It was a
Capt. Knighton who planted the clump of firs.

The oldest memorial tablet of all is to be found in the church in the Lady Chapel to
John Trosse, Vicar, who died Jan yc 4" 1678; also to Francis his son 1674.
Incledon’s Church Notes refer to memorials to Phillip Skinner, Vicar 1481, and to
the Mainwaring, Balle and Tripe familics which may be conccaled under the tiles.






